ARCH CREEK PARK 


Aren Creek Parkis a living legend rich In history. The now extinct 
Tecuesta Indians occupied the sit, fro, 500 B.c. to 1300 A.D.. spanning ,S00 
years. Due to Arch Creek’s high elevation and close proximity to both Blscayne 
Bay and the Inner Everglades, by way of the Arch Creek and the Natural Bridge, 
Arch creek became a significant Indian habitation. A shell midden (refuse 
heap) is located on the S.E. corner of the park where a large amount of 
pottery sherds, conch tools, and a single burial have been found. 

The Natural Limestone Bridge which crossed over the Arch Creek was said 
to have been one of the greatest natural wonders of South Florida. Noted for 
Its scenic natural beauty, it was the gateway to Miami, a stopover for 
carriages and stage coaches, and a popular place for picnicking, political 
meetings, and boat rides. The arch also served as a bridge for the military 
trail during the Seminole Wars. It became part of the first County road In 
892, which later became the Dixie Highway. The brIdge finaIly col lapsed In 
1973 by causes unknown. Since Its collapse restoration of the bridge had been 
a 9°aI of concerned local citizens, which was finally realized In ,988 

Early pioneers of Arch Creek bull, a Coontle Mill at the natural bridge 
o grind the coontle roots Into starch In 1858. A dam was built and the 
County s only known excavated sluice was cut Into the limestone to carry water 
from Arch Creek to a waterwheel that ground the starch. This was probably 

Dade s firs. Industry. The Coontle Mill was not very successful and probably 
lasted less than a year. 

Between 1900-1926 Arch Creek became a town which Included a train depot 
a post office, a school, a church, packing houses, and stores. The community 
as,cally agricultural, growing tomatoes, grapefruit, and pineapples. The 
Arch creek community eventually disappeared. After the land changed hands a 

e. imes. „ became a trailer park In the ,950’s. Bes,dents of this park 
an.e many exotic plants that are now being removed. The property was 
eventually purchased by the Chrysler Au.omob,,e Corpora.Ion for a used car 
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In the early I970's, concerned citizens alarmed at the prospect of the 
destruction of the natural oak hammock and Indian midden banded together to 
fight to save Arch Creek. After a long battle and lobbying In Tallahassee, 
they succeeded in having the State of Florida purchase the land In 1973. These 
citizens In 1981 formed the Arched Creek Trust. Dade County leased the land, 
built the museum, and now maintains the park. Nature trails were constructed 
by the Youth Conservation Corps (Y.C.C.). The park officially opened In 1982. 
The Dade County Parks and Recreation Department In conjunction with the Arch 
Creek Trust now works to restore, support, and preserve the park. Presently, 
work is being done to remove all exotics from the park and to restore the 
hammock to its natural state. 
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THE ARCH CREEK TRUST, INC. 

An Educational, Non-profit Corporation 
1855 NE 135th Street, North Miami, FL 33181 
(305) 944-6111 


( ) I would like to become a member and ( 
support the work of the Arch Creek ( 
Trust. r 


) Regular, single memberships 10.00 


) Life membership. 300.00 

) Family membership. 10.00 


Name_ 

Address 


FamI Iy members 


Ap t. #_ 

City - - st _ Z| P _ ( ) Corporate endowment.. .$1000.00 

Telephone number____ ( ) other (bequest, etc.) 

All dues and donations are tax deductible. 
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